
When Veritas Prep hosts its free seminars online — 1.5 hour sessions that introduce prospective students to the GMAT 

and to several strategies for succeeding on the test, as well as introducing them to the Veritas Prep program — one of 

the first items that the presenter covers is a Data Sufficiency question that highlights the GMAT “penalty” for making 

assumptions about numbers. Through that demonstration, students quickly realize their own propensity for thinking in 

terms of positive integers, and are taught to write down a quick checklist to ensure that they consider both negative 

numbers and nonintegers.

With that in mind, then, you can make a strong case for the fact that the trap embedded in this question is “Page One” for 

prospective test takers. Take a look and see if you can spot the trap:

If xyz = 1001, is x odd?

(1) y is odd

(2) z is odd

Now, before we reveal the answer choices and choice-by-choice statistics from Question Bank users, let’s point this out: 

this question ranks as one of the top 30 most difficult questions in the bank, with only 15% of all respondents answering 

correctly (and, as you’ll see, a sample size of over 200 users). And consider this: in GMAT multiple choice questions a 

random guess has a probability of 20% of being correct. Question Bank users – those who care enough about their 

GMAT progress that they are actively seeking out additional practice questions – are worse than a random guess at this 

question. Which should go to show you the power of the trap being laid here. Let’s go to the statistics, taken straight from 

the GMAT Question Bank:

Note the answers – almost no one thought that either of statement 1 or 2 (but not both) was sufficient, which is good 

evidence that just about everyone in the question bank “tried” on this question. And the most popular answer choices 

were just about split between C and D. In either case, people employed the number property that Odd*Odd*Odd = Odd – 

without considering that x could be a noninteger. Consider this possibility:

y = 1001, z = 1001, and x = 1/1001.

The statements hold, but x is not odd in this case.



What’s even worse is the procedure that those who spent more time on this might have used. It’s possible to factor out 

1001 into 7 * 11 * 13, but that’s a time-consuming process. So for those who investigated that much further, they may 

well have gotten this question wrong in over two minutes, costing them not just one correct answer but some valuable 

time en route to another.

What can you learn from this? A few things:

1.Don’t be overly impressed by seeing opportunities to employ rules that you have memorized. It’s quite easy to get 

lulled into a wrong answer because the question “rewarded” you for knowing something that you had on a flash 

card, but keep in mind that this is a reasoning test that will force you to think often. When an answer seems too 

good to be true, investigate further.

2.It’s “Page One,” but be absolutely certain not to make assumptions on Data Sufficiency questions. Force yourself 

to consider numbers with different properties – negatives, nonintegers, and 0 in particular.

3.Don’t assume that, just because a question looks easy, it’s easy. This question is in no way one of the top 30 

“most intimidating” questions in the question bank, but it ranks as one of the 30 most frequently missed.

At Veritas Prep, we’re big fans of the strategy “Think Like the Testmaker” — meaning, learn how the authors of the GMAT 

employ devices to trap you. While it’s likely one of the first traps you learn about, the assumption that we all make about 

integers or positive numbers frequently lends itself to trap answers. As you can see from these statistics, many elite test-

takers missed this question because of that assumption. And as you’ll see in future posts (and, although we hope not, 

probably in your own future mistakes) these types of mistakes happen to just about everyone and make for some of the 

statistically-most-difficult questions on the GMAT. Be careful about assumptions — and don’t just take our word for, it, but 

rather listen to almost 85% of your GMAT competitors who had to learn this one the hard way.

Go ahead and see how you do on the GMAT Question Bank, an entirely free source of hundreds of realistic GMAT 

questions!

http://www.veritasprep.com/gmat-question-bank/

